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Maayan Amir , an artist and independent curator living and working in Tel Aviv. Amir is
currently preparing her PhD at the Multidisciplinary Arts Program in Tel-Aviv
University. She teaches at Sapir College, and has edited a book on Israeli
documentary cinema. Her work has been shown internationally at various exhibitions
and venues, including the Biennale of Sidney; Centre Pompidou, Paris; Art in General,
New York; TPW Gallery, Toronto; and the upcoming Istanbul Biennial.

Wild West is curated by Ruti Sela and Maayan Amir

Join Ex-Territory
exterritory@gmail.com

http://ex -territory.org/
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where it will hold cultural events and discussions in cooperation with local art centers.
Participants in the meetings may remain anonymous, should they wish to. The first
meeting is scheduled to take place a year from now.

Ex-Territory Preview Event

A preview presentation of Ex-Territory will be held during ArtTLVQ9, the Tel Aviv
Biennial of Contemporary Art, in order to invite visiting guests — artists, curators and
writers from around the world — to take part in the project. It will include a discussion
and a partial screening of Wild West, a video program specifically curated for the
project by by Ruti Sela and Maayan Amir. Wild West explores a recurrent theme in the
works of video artists from the Middle East: the use of imagery and subject matter
derived from the Western film genre. Wild West will eventually include videos by
leading Middle Eastern artists from the recent decade, some of whom refuse to show
their work in Israel. As it is held in Israel, the presentation screening will show only a
part of these, further stressing the need for such a project. The video program in its
entirety will eventually be screened during the first Ex-Territory cruise. Its cinematic
duels, when screened on the ship’s white sails — reminiscent of white flags — will
produce a first example of the kind of imagery the project wishes to generate.

Ex-Territory is initiated by:

Michal Kessus Gedalyovich , an artist and curator living and working in Tel-Aviv. He
is editor-in-chief of Maarav.org.il, an Israeli online magazine of art and culture, and co-
curator of ArtTLVO09, the Tel Aviv Biennial of Contemporary Art. He is the former
director of the Plastic Arts Department in “Omanut Laam”, an Israeli foundation for the
spreading art and culture in peripheral areas, and has edited a series of artists’ books.

Renard Gluzman , head of the Computer Games Design and Development Program
at Beit Berl College, Israel. He is writing his PhD at the Bar llan University, in the
Science, Technology & Society Program, and has previously researched the subject
of pirates in the Mediterranean Sea.

Ruti Sela, an artist living and working in Tel Aviv. Sela has studied at the Bezalel
Academy of Art and Design, Jerusalem, and at the Film Department of the Tel Aviv
University. She teaches at the Haifa University and at the Avni Institute of Art and
Design. She has received a number of prizes and scholarships, among them the
Anselm Kiefer prize. Her work has been shown internationally at various exhibitions
and venues, including the Biennale of Sidney; Israel Museum, Centre Pompidou,
Paris; Art in General, New York; Tel-Aviv Museum, Toronto; and the upcoming
64956 1IN |1 ]l%a_!qp'lu' Biennial.
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The works are from the 1970's till today. They consist of painting, objects, video art
and photography. The exhibition opens itself to various readings in the art of the
recent decades.

Participating artists: Moshe Gershuni, Bianca Eshel-Gershuni, Pinchas Cohen-Gan,
Michal Na'aman, Itzhak Golombek, Drora Dominey, David Adika, Uri Gershuni, Barak
Ravitz, Guy Ben-Ner, Ariela Plotkin, Erez Israeli, Gal Weinstein, Eli Petel, Shai
Yeazkelly, Meira Shemesh, Tal Shochat

Ex-Territory
Will be launched during the Biennial

Ex-Territory is an ongoing project that aims to bring together thinkers, artists and
researchers for meetings on a ship cruising in exterritorial waters. The project, which
will start at the Mediterranean Sea, will go on for 5 years. It will be inaugurated in
September 2009, to coincide with the opening of ArtTLV09, the Tel Aviv Biennial of
Contemporary Art.
The project will investigate the concept of ex-territory. The aim is not to seek a
definition of ex-territory, but to question it in regards to further concepts such as
power, nationality, law and territory, as well as to examine how this political
configuration informs the fields of art and culture. The means of research and
exploration will include discussions, interviews, and video screenings, which will be
projected on the ship’s sails. Ex-Territory will invite people from various disciplines on
board — visual artists, musicians, writers and poets, film-makers, cultural theorists,
geographers, philosophers, historians and others. Meetings will be taped, documented
and transcribed, and later published as a book.
The starting point of the project is the will to bring together artists and thinkers from
conflicted countries, where they are denied such meeting. In the current reality, such
meetings can only take place under the auspices of third countries, mainly in Europe
and The USA. The project aims to suggest a different location instead, both mentally
and geographically: a floating platform for inter-cultural exchange outside the
sovereign territory of any specific country. Such a place will enable a discourse that
crosses beyond the limitations of border and nationality, undermining such received
dichotomies as that of a new-and-globalized world versus an old-and-nationalistic one,
and suggesting alternative cultural and political models.
Many countries in conflicted areas, certainly in the Middle East, maintain a hard border

sasss ncon 1 PRNCY-that renders such meeting impossible. With the progression of the project, Ex-

1 zeithin st Tel avil@rEitORY,WiIll sail from the Middle East to other areas, and there too will hold meetings

Tel:e72-[0)3-72534AL @Xterritorial waters. Durh‘ its journey, the ship will alight at various coastal cities,
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Israel Lottery Council
for the Arts

Opening
Four openings in Israeli Art
The Gallery of Bezalel, 60 Salame St., Tel Aviv
Tue - Thur 17 - 20, Fri, Sat 10 - 16

Curator: Ruti Direktor

Via 4 "openings", this group exhibition, which consists of works by 17 artists from
different generations, aims to reveal inner links and influences in Israeli art. It points
towards a genealogical mapping of the local art.

It is divided into 4 chapters/openings: open house, open book, open wound, and
"open mouth", all expressions in Hebrew with the verb "to open".

The expression "open house" welcomes the viewers as an invitation to a gathering, or
a ceremonial party. Around the metaphorical table we find relatives of different
degrees of closeness or separation. They share common artistic genes, and mutual
points of interest.

"Open book" and "open wound" reveal typical characteristics of Israeli art — the
intensive presence of hidden text and narrative, and the wound or trauma that lie
underneath.

And finnally — the singing part, an obvious act at the end of a gathering around the

able That part includes works of artists who sing and perform themselves.
64956 1"IN"7N 1 "7y
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Palestinian researchers. Because of archive restrictions, only photographs of
Palestinians and about Palestinians up until the mid- 1950s were released from the
archives.

The exhibition deals with the following subjects:

1. Palestine during the First World War — American Colony photographers

2. Pre-military deployment, national organizing and uprisings in the public arena -
various photographers

3. Military resistance— various photographers

4. Photography for gathering intelligence in Palestinian villages prior to 1948 — Jewish
photographers

5. The Palestinian villages and population after 1948 and the Israeli army — Israeli
army photographers

6. Intelligence gathering about individuals prior to and after 1948 — various

photographers

Most of the photographs in the book and the exhibition are of a military nature since
this is the main focus of military archives. The exhibition and the book reveal only a
small part of the total materials discovered in the research and restore them to the
Israeli and Palestinian public sphere. Two types of photographs are shown in the
exhibition: photographs that reflect, for the first time, the Palestinian viewpoint
concerning the founding events in the history of the country, and photographs taken
for military, documentary and Zionist objectives. These photographs, although taken
for propaganda purposes, enables learning about the Palestinian villages before the
1948 war and trace the map of the country prior to the State of Israel's establishment,
and therefore they are important, culturally and historically.

64956 1"IN"TN 1 "7
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and the missing chapters of Palestinian visual historiography. The military archives in
Israel preserve the archives of pre- state military bodies and the information regarding
their activities, as well as those of the different Israel Defence Forces (IDF) units of the
state that made use of photography. The military units collected data regarding the
Palestinians as part of information gathering for a variety of military and operational
objectives and also preserved information on military subjects received from
individuals and private organisations. The military photographic information is based
on a multiplicity of power relations, from the way information was collected from army
units, organizations or other archives (plunder, looting, secret and forbidden
duplicating of material from other archives, and intelligence gathering by various
means, etcetera) to the way the archives are managed (censorship and restricted
viewing and use) and how certain materials are not revealed to the public. The book
and the exhibition thus examine the collection of photographs of Palestinians and
about Palestinians collected in military photography archives, and their use. It
documents the way military bodies and archives, including military photography
archives subordinate to them, receive, collect and preserve information regarding the
Palestinian other and control its distribution in the public realm.

The book and the exhibition uncover, for the first time, photographs dealing with the
Palestinian population and Palestine in the first half of the twentieth century
photographed by both Jewish, Palestinian or Arab photographers, professional and
amateur photographers, and stored in military archives. It thus allows partial
completion of missing chapters of Palestinian visual historyand a presentation of
Palestine before 1948 and the change set in motion in the country following the rift of
the 1948 war. The book and the exhibition assembles all existing information that was
not restricted concerning the Palestinians that are today in military archives, and

54956 1IN L paKes it possible to trace unknown scenes of Palestine and of Palestinians in the first
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over the gap between two reading-experiences: the reading of a child and the re-

acquaintance reading of an adult.

Made Public

Palestinian Photographs in Military Archives in Isr ael
Exhibition and book
Curator and author: Rona Sela
Opening: Tuesday, 8.9.09 at 8 p.m.
Lecture and Gallery talk: 17.9.09 at 7 p.m.

13029 13098

13023

ot jf P - |
Unknown photographers,"” Pictures of Arabs" , undated (approx. 1949-1950), Hagana Archive
The photographs were originally in the files of the Information Service, which apparently dealt with Palestinians
desiring repatriation to Israel after the 1948 war.
The contents of the files were reorganized by the archive in the 1990s. The structure and extent of the original files
is not known.

The book and the exhibition Made Public summarize three years of research on
military photography archives in Israel. They deal with two key subjects each
54956 1IN L iARjgNing the other: the manner in which military systems collect and preserve
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Zulu:
The hunt and other fantasies
75" anniversary of Nahum Gutman's book:
“In the Land of Lobengulu, king of Zulu”

Zulu: the hunt and other fantasies  sets out in the wake of Gutman’s ship that left
Haifa's port on its way to the African continent in November 1934. 75 years later - the
dramatic impact of modernists’ first encounter with African Art (1905 on) left far behind
and Primitivism’s magical power blended with post-colonial criticism —

thirty contemporary artists exhibit alongside Gutman. While Gutman was sent

(by Tel- Aviv’'s municipality) to South Africa to draw the portrait of its white prime
minister, General Jan Smuts, thus encountering the “civilized South Africa”, literally,
the British colony of the time, these artists approach Black Africa with a contemporary
perspective: their intensified imagination merged with a concrete reality, their romantic
outlook tainted with a political awareness. These artists see Africa from here, not from
there: a distant parlance, a reflectance of a place where power and weakness are two
charged poles, where the relationship between culture and nature prove critical.

Zulu: the hunt and other fantasies = complements its predecessor -Painter-Hunter:
the prey . Here, the leading metaphor shifts from the black ordeal of persecution and
displacement, to the Hunter and the social apparatuses that merge the rites of the
hunt into daily routine. With the archive of “Lobengulu, king of Zulu” at its epicenter —
homage to the well known book and to its readers of all ages - the exhibition reveals
works and images that focus on the drama of the hunter and his prey: coercion and
governance, excitement and peril, vulnerability and compassion, killing and dying.
Some works center on rituals of tourism and safaris, contemplating the
commercialization of nature and the wild, while others touch upon far-away echoes of

s4956 1IN L eauty and innocence. Originating from a book, this exhibition also wishes to bridge
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Jonas Dahlberg
Swedish, born 1970
One-Way Street, 2002
DVD projection, 60:05
mins. 5 seconds
Purchase, Associates
Acquisition Committee
of American Friends of
the Israel Museum
B04.0454

Tonico Lemos Auad ,
born Brazil 1968, active
London

Beira do mar (The
Shallows), 2009

Cloth and thread

Purchase, London

Contemporary Art
Acquisitions Committee
of British Friends of the
Art Museums of Israel
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Himmelrich, Pikesville, MD; #
Phyllis and Herbert Siegel, #

Owings Mill, MD;

Stefanie and Evan Reed, Miami,
FL,

to American Friends of the
Israel Museum

B96.0514

Stephen Dean , born France
1968, active USA

Pulse, 2001

DVD projection, 7:15 mins.
Purchase, West Coast
Contemporary Art Acquisitions
Committee of

American Friends of the Israel
Museum

B03.0813

" #%

Pipilotti Rist , Swiss, born 1962 %

Pickelporno, 1992

Video, 12 mins.

Gift of Shoshana and Wayne
Blank, Santa Monica,

to American Friends of the
Israel Museum

B01.0123

Jon Kessler , American, born

1957 (( '
American Landscape , 1990

Mixed media I %

Gift of the Harriet Ames
Charitable Trust

to American Friends of the
Israel Museum

B96.0506
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Committee of

American Friends of the Israel
Museum

B02.0074

Alexander Gronsky , Russian,
born 1980

Murmansk, 2007

Pigment print

Purchase, Barbara and Eugene
Schwartz

Contemporary Art Acquisition
Endowment Fund

REG

% #

64956 1IN
1 Zeitlin S,
Tel: 972-(0|3

Fax: 972-((

Allan McCollum , American,

born 1944

96 Plaster Surrogates, 1989

Enamel on hydrostone

Gift of the Young Patrons and

the

Baltimore Friends of the Israel

Museum:

Ronnie and Charles Buerger,

Constance Caplan,

Helen and Alfred Copland,

Robin and George Dalsheimer,

Rosalee and Richard Davidson,

Joseph Holtzman,

The Art Seminar Group,

Sophia and Morton Macht,

Elayne and Marvin Mordes,

Cory and Stanford Z.

Rothschild, Jr.,

Elaine and J. Mark Schapiro,

éne and Marvm Schapiro,
vb%ggpgr_a [ Slgmund
g;rlo,L,Ba timore, MD;

15@5@@5@ and Samuel

*%

$ %

$ # 3
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Michal Helfman , Israeli, born
1973 +
Dead Sea, 2004 *

Ink on paper

Purchase, West Coast
Associates Acquisitions
Committee of !
American Friends of the Israel
Museum

B09.0451

Claire Fontaine

Ibis redibis non morieris in bello, Ibis redibis non murieris in
2006 bello
Neon, wall, window- or ceiling-
mounted sign, electronic $
programmer,

cabling, framework, nine lamp
fittings and bulbs

Purchase, Contemporary Art # %
Acquisitions Committee of
Les Amis Francais du Musée
d’Israél a Jérusalem
B09.0414

Pierre Bismuth , French, born # %

1963 +
The Jungle Book Project, 2002 $
DVD installation: DVD on
plasma screen, 75:06 mins., - %
19 drawings on tracing paper, & #
carpet

Purchase, Contemporary Art
Acquisitions Committee of 20

Les Amis Francais du Musée
d’Israél a Jérusalem

B04.1553

Ugo Rondinone , born )

Switzerland 1964, active USA ! # *
Guided by Voices, 1998 " -
sa0ss 11| Polyester cotton, CD, speakers, # #
1 Zeitlin 5., WO, 54056 Israe )
Tel:972-(0|:Purehase, West Coast I '
Fax:972-[I Contemporary Art Acquisitions I

www thv1oo.co.il I I

|.|Il'. = d ¥




to American Friends of the
Israel Museum
B09.0206

Ori Gersht , bornlsrael 1967,
activeEngland
Pomegranate, 2006

HD digital film, 30-inch LCD
screen, frame, Mini Mac
computer, speakers,

3:52 mins.

Purchase, West Coast Art
Acquisitions Committee of
American Friends of the Israel
Museum

REG

+&

Erez Israeli , Israeli, born 1974
Field of Flowers, 2005

Glass beads on plastic netting
Purchase, ARTVISION
Acquisitions Committee, Israel
B06.0713

Maya Attoun, lIsraeli, born 1974
Houseplants, 2006

Pencil and marker on MDF,
wallpaper, linoleum

Purchase, West Coast
Associates Acquisitions
Committee of

American Friends of the Israel
Museum

B06.2897

%

Gil Marco Shani , Israeli, born
1968

Untitled, 2006—2007

Acrylic and felt-tip pen on
canvas

Purchase, ARTVISION
Acquisitions Committee, Israel
B08.0541




Shai Zurim , Israeli, born 1972
Umbrella, 2006

Plastic, polyurethane, industrial
paint

Purchase, West Coast
Associates Acquisitions
Committee of

American Friends of the Israel
Museum

REG

% # #

Jossef Krispel , Israeli, born
1974

Puccini; Drum, 2004

Oil on canvas

Collection of the artist

o, %#
%

Efrat Natan , Israeli, born 1947
Swing of the Scythe, 2002
Lacquered iron

Purchase, ARTVISION
Acquisitions Committee, Israel
B05.1119

#%

Dana Levy, born 1973
Disengagement, 2005

Video, 3 min. loop

Purchase, West Coast
Associates Acquisitions
Committee of

American Friends of the Israel
Museum

B08.0338

Mika Rottenberg, born
Argentina 1976, active USA
Julie, 2003

Single-channel video, 3:30
mins.

Gift of Ninah and Michael
Lynne, New York,




Pierre Bismuth, Ori Gersht, Pipilotti Rist, Ugo Rondinone, Mika Rottenberg, Gil Marco
Shani and Shai Zurim, among others.

Spread over two floors, the exhibition focuses on two tendencies in art revealed in the
works in black-and-white versus works in color. The first floor is devoted to art that
conveys a sense of ascetic purity or reflection, exposing the rich range of shades
between black and white, and calling on the viewer to engage in a kind of
introspection. In contrast, the second floor is awash in color, with vibrant pieces
charged with powerful energy and emotion. Moving from the first to the second floor
therefore becomes a transition from one frequency to another: from the silent world of
seclusion and introspection to the restless world of instinct and sensuality.

Dating from 1909, Mani House was one of the first homes built in Tel Aviv. The house
was acquired by Bank Leumi, underwent architectural preservation and reconstruction,
and today serves as a visitors center and space for art exhibitions. Responding to its
unique setting, Second Show charges this century-old building with new spirit.

Second Show is curated by Suzanne Landau, Yulla and Jacques Lipchitz Chief
Curator of the Arts and Landeau Family Curator of Contemporary Art, and Amitai
Mendelsohn, Curator of Israeli Art.



loves and neighborship. They tell of family rearing, of plowing and harvest. They muse
out loud, nostalgically, on the women and daughters who assembled to go to the local
water well or to pick sabras and figs; they remember father-and-son relationships,
human values and the status of women.

They speak, actually, of everything.
Those six life-filled months produced twenty five video tapes.

During this short period, until she no longer had strength in her, | found myself
documenting through her the Palestinian story at large, the experience of place and
memory.

| have decided to bring forth the primal landscapes of Umm al-Fahm as they are
depicted in engravings by artist Walid Abu Shakra — my brother, and son of Maryam —
together with photographs by Shai Aloni, who had documented Umm al-Fahm’s
seniors, and Guy Raz’s photographs, wherein he captures the “Mashkharas” — the
sites of charcoal production around Umm al-Fahm, charcoal being the substance from
which Umm al-Fahm had taken its name many hundreds of years ago®.

Together, they try to connect instances of time and memory.

Israel Museum Shows Contemporary Art
in the Heart of Tel Aviv

Exhitition on view from June 3 — November 2009 at the historic Mani House

Jerusalem, May 26, 2009 — Following the success of First Show in 2008, the Israel
Museum continues its program of exhibitions in Tel Aviv, presenting an exciting
selection of Israeli and international contemporary artworks, most of which are new
acquisitions in the Museum's extensive collections. Second Show: Contemporary Art
from The Israel Museum, Jerusalem is presented in Mani House, a historic building
that was renovated by Bank Leumi and transformed into a visitors center and
exhibition space. Works by artists from Israel and abroad will be displayed, including

2 In Arab, the name Umm al-Fahm designates “motheharcoal”.



Said Abu Shakra
A Place of Memory

| was wondering whether to bring here — to this very heart of Tel Aviv-Yafo — my own
memories, personal and collective: memories of a house and a place.

| begin with a childhood memory that instantly, like in a flash of light, carries me to the
dark alleys of Umm al-Fahm. | am holding a torch that | use as a lantern, making way
for me and for my mother, Maryam, through those muddy, narrow and somber streets.

We are headed to Uncle Muhammad, who lives in the hills of Mount Iskander. It is
there that we were often given the comfort and encouragement we so needed to cope
with our material and spiritual hardships. With the same torch to light our way we
would go there to recharge — to this darkened and narrow room where the family lived:
Grandmother Belkis, my mother Maryam, and us, seven children exposed to the daily,
unrelenting war of existence.

In one of her childhood memories, my mother is carried back to the times of al-Lajjun
(Megiddo), when houses, fields and crops were lost — the days of the great flight. They
had to leave their house and field behind.

My mother’'s memories carry her back once more, to the times when her family was
shattered and dispersed; the days when Yousef Sharaidi, her father and the pillar of
the family, had made his way eastward, along with thousands other refugees, and
disappeared for eternity in a cloud of dust.

It has been fifty years since, and I, still a boy holding a torch, am dragging a cart that
carries my mother, elderly and sick. | am bringing her to my home, to attend to her in
her difficult and maybe final days.

As in a light flash | return to this memory of mine where | carry a torch, and to my
mother’'s memory — to the days of abandonment, flight and loss. | reminisce upon my
mother’s greatness, upon her awe-inspiring endurance. Fearing that these might be
lost forever, | place a video camera by her bed, in order to document each detail: to
capture the past and the memories.

Hundreds of guests of any age, some of them older than she and some of her age,
come to pay their respect to her, perhaps for the last time. They all reminisce.

Men and women, they tell of life in the villages, before the expulsion and after it. They
tell of flight and loss, heritage and culture. They elaborate on wedding customs — the
matchmaking, the Henna — on Sulcha® and family honor, on childhood plays, legends,

! A Sulcha is an Arab custom of reconciliation witlai community.



Open Endings

BeaTandInaT
Born in Germany, 1960
Live and work in Cologne, Germany

Mind Maps, 2009
100 transparences, Wire

Rita Rohlfing

Born in Bad Oeynhausen, Germany, 1964
Lives and works in Cologne, Germany
Tel-Aviv Street, City map Cologne, 2009
Plexiglas

Stephan Brenn

Born in Heidelberg, Germany, 1961
Lives and works in Cologne, Germany
Urban Dialogue, 2009

Wiredrawing

Courtesy of the artists and the city of Cologne

Curators: TRASH/TREASURE



Lives and works In Gaza and DC, USA

Mushon was born in Tel-Aviv, 1976

Lives and works In NYC, USA

You Are Not Here- Gaza/Tel-Aviv,2007-2009

Computer Print, Asterisk- custum digital telepony system, electricity sign readymade
Powered by GTV-API

Special thanks to Greenfield Tech

First Published in Block magazine issue 4, 2007

YANH team: Kati London, Dan Phiffer, Thomas Duc

Muntean/Rosenblum

Adi Rosenblum was born in Haifa, Markus Muntean in Graz Austria, 1963
Live and work in Vienna and London

It is never facts that tell, , 2004

Single channel video projection

5 min.

Untitled (Odd, how often we...), 2008

oil on canvas

Untitled (We felt ourselves to be...), 2008

oil on canvas

Courtesy of the artists, Sommer Contemporary Art Gallery, Tel Aviv and Georg Kargl,
Vienna

Ruti Sela, Boaz Arad, Doron Rabina and Guy Ben-Ner
Ruti was born in Jerusalem, 1974

Boaz was born in Isarel, 1956

Doron was born in Israel, 1971

Guy was born in Isarel, 1969

Live and work in Israel

Homonyn, 2009

Mix Media

Courtesy of the artists and the city of Cologne
Curator:

Maayan Amir

Born in Isarel, 1978

Live and work in Tel Aviv



Eran Shakine

Born in Tel-Aviv, 1967

Lives and works in Tel-Aviv

TIMEBUQY, 2009

Street installation

Stainless steel tubing, led lights and a computer

Courtesy of the artist and Gallery 39 for Contempor  ary Art ,Tel — Aviv.
Special thanks to Ailon Gavish- Architectural Lighting Designer and NES — LED
Lighting Ltd

Eifo Dana Company - Shootzi, Dafna Kron, Ofer Bilik
Live and work in Tel Aviv

Centrala - Jakub Szczesny

Lives and works in Warsaw, Poland

Pchechong, 2009

Interactive video installation

Mixed media

Video artist: Roiy Nitzan, Sound designer: Gal Tushia

Adina Bar-On
Born in Israel, 2009
Lives and works in Tel Aviv

Disposition, 2009
Urban Performance

Participant: Raz Gomeh

llan Green

Born In Israel, 1963

Lives and works In Sdei Hemed, Israel

Sound Map - Ahuzat Bait, 2009
Sound Installation

Mixed media

Mushon Zer-Aviv and Laila El Haddad
Laila was born in Gaza, 1978



concretely and metaphorically. The act of mapping enables the works to raise
questions regarding memory, history and the hierarchies of space.

Side Show applies romantic and nostalgic notions of Tel Aviv, juxtaposing them
against reality by joining together different realms of time and space: a sound
installation featuring mundane noises was recorded on the site of Ahuzat Bayit, the
legendary first neighborhood of Tel Aviv; a balloon-shaped sculpture digitally maps the
daily tidal cycles; another installation gives viewers the feeling of being in a village in
Poland during winter, in distant times.

The works provide unique and sometimes intimate encounters between artist and
public, art and city. They borrow from the terminology of leisure and tourism, shifting it
to allow the political to sneak in: floating mattresses appear to be made of concrete,
and a stroll along various positions on a map of Tel Aviv turns out to be a touristic
journey through the city of Gaza. A different tour, in which the artist acts as tour guide,
deals with questions of real and invented history, and turns its audience into a walking
performance piece.

Both exhibitions articulate the chaotic intensity synonymous with Israeli environment at
large and Tel Aviv in particular: a space in which old and new are fiercely contested,
and where the different layers of history struggle continually, insisting on their own
preservation in a climate of architectural evolution and change. The works in the
exhibitions reorganize that chaos, dismantling the heated, violent, and univocal reality
into a site of greater subjectivity.

Maayan Sheleff

Side Shows- Curated by Michael Gdalyovich and Maaya n Sheleff- List of participating
artists and their works

shelly Federman

Born in England, 1975

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

Aberstien" - floating wall, 2009

Mixed media

Special thanks:

PALZIV EIN HANAZIV AGRICULTURAL COOP. SOCIETY LTD.

kerem hakbrecht and residents of the spaceship at hayarkon 70

itzik pinchas, ohad milstein, gilit fisher and The Heder Gallery, irit and david federman, zohar
lerman




Side Shows - Curated by Michael Gdalyovich and Maayan Sheleff

From the Main Act to the Side Shows

The Recent years have seen the city of Tel Aviv-Yafo undergo some accelerated
processes of construction and development, processes that have often pushed aside
and overshadowed the city's history. The small industries are flattened under the
rollers of building, and skyscrapers tower above the low-rise clusters, as the battle
between regeneration and conservation rages on.

In their locations, the various exhibitions of ArtTLV make up a kind of microcosm of
this process: they are located on the Jaffa road axis, which separates the prestigious
Neve Tzedek neighborhood, with its long heritage and renovated houses, from the
industrial, southern, ragged and often shabby Florentine neighborhood. In the
compound surrounding the Neve tzedek Tower, works are exhibited inside historical
buildings, while in the exhibition Side Shows, the works emerge from in between the
walls to inhabit the urban space itself.

Many of the participating artists reside in Tel Aviv, hence their work mirrors the city’s
landscape, and especially its southern districts. In the three exhibition spaces found
next to the tower, the images and materials are collected from the immediate
surroundings and nearby streets, and include construction materials, industrial molds,
fabric scraps, electricity wires, sewer pipes and discarded furniture. The sculpture and
installation works recycle and appropriate the found materials of the street, whereas
works in painting, photography and video direct their gaze at this residue and its
production process. Some of the works are actually documentations of artistic
interventions in the very landscape of the city.

The works displayed in the compound convey a sense of anti-monumentality, of
ephemerality and improvisation. The artistic appropriation of materials that constitute
the city’s “back yard” might in itself be considered as an act of conservation; even
when skyscrapers and skylines do appear in the works, they seem to be disarmed and
dismantled, then reassembled in more humane proportions.

By contrast, the works in Side Shows are mostly exhibited in the public space. Some
of them consist of artistic actions that entail direct dialog with the audience, while
others discuss the very absence of this dialog. The works explore issues related to
activism and street art, mapping various territories of the city physically and mentally,



Kader Attia

Born in Dugny (Seine Saint-Denis),France, 1970

Lives and work in Paris

Faults, 2009

Sculpture plastic bags

Courtesy of the artist, Noga Gallery, Tel Aviv and galerie Christian nagel, Berlin &
Cologne

Fikret Atay

Born in Batman, Turkey, 1976

Lives and works in Paris

Tinica, 2004

Single channel video projection

7:32 min.

Courtesy of the artist and Chantal Crousel Gallery, Paris

Smadar Dreyfus
+ Born in Tel Aviv
Lennaart van Oldenborgh
Born in Rotterdam, 1965
Live and work in London
360 degrees, 2007
Single channel video projection
26 min.
Courtesy of the artists

Grazia Toderi

Born in Padua, Italy, 1963

Lives and works in Milan

Mirabilia Urbis, 2001

Single channel video projection

Continuous loop

Courtesy of the artist and fa projects, London

Cyprien Gaillard

Born In Paris, 1980

Lives and works in Paris

The Smithsons, 2005

Single channel video projection

4:10 min.

Courtesy of Bugada & Cargnel, Cosmic Gallery, Paris




Lives and works in Havana and Madrid

Campus or the Babel of Knowledge, 2002-2004
Installation, model, drawings, text and video projections
Courtesy of the artist and

Galleria Continua, san gimignano/beijing/le moulin

Olivo Barbieri

Born in Carpi (Mo), Italy, 1954

Lives and works in Carpi (MO), Italy

Site specific SHANGAHI, 04, 2005

Single channel video projection

12:45 min.

Courtesy of the artist and Yancey Richardson Gallery, New York

Francis Alys

Born in Antwerp, Belgium, 1959

Lives and works in Mexico City

When Faith Moves Mountains, 2004

Single channel video projection

15 min.

Courtesy of the artist and Peter Kilchmann Galley, Zurich

Jennifer Allora & Guillermo Calzadilla

Born in Philadelphia, 1974

Born in Havana, 1971

Live and work in San Juan, Puerto Rico

How to Appear Invisible, 2009

Single channel video projection (blue ray)

21:30 min.

Courtesy of the artists and Chantal Crousel Gallery, Paris

Mounir Fatmi

Born in Tangier, Morocco, 1970

Lives and works in Paris

Skyline, 2007

Wall installation

1500 VHS cassettes

Courtesy of the Artist,

Lombard-Freid Gallery, New York

and Shoshana Wayne Gallery, Santa Monica



International artists participating in

Su-Mei Tse

Born in Luxembourg, 1973

Lives and works in New York and Luxembourg

The Desert Sweepers, 2003

Single channel video projection

5:30 min.

Courtesy of the artist and Peter Blum Gallery, New York

Ann Lislegaard

Born in Norway, 1962

Lives and works in Copenhagen and New York

Bellona (after Samuel R Delany), 2005

3D animation video projection, leaning screen, sound

11:00 min.

The Israel Museum, Jerusalem

Purchase, New York Contemporary Art Acquisitions Committee
of American Friends of the Israel Museum

Rui Calcada Bastos

Born in Lisbon, 1971

Lives and works in Berlin and Lisbon
The Mirror Suitcase Man, 2004
Single channel video projection

4:20 min.

Courtesy of the artist

Lawrence Weiner

Born in New York, 1942

Lives and works in New York

A Wall built to face the land to face the water at the level of the sea, 2009

Vinyl text

Collection Miami Art Museum, purchase with funds from the MAM Collectors Coucil

Carlos Garaicoa
Born in Havana, Cuba, 1967



Meir Tati

Born in Jaffa, 1973

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

Tikkun, 2008

Single channel video projection

8:39 min.

Courtesy of the artist and

Stalke Up North Gallery, Copenhagen

Leigh Orpaz

Born in New York, 1977

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

Lighthouse, 2009

Single channel video projection

2:+ min.

Courtesy of the artist and Inga Gallery, Tel Aviv

Oz Malul

Born in Holon, Israel, 1977

Lives and works in New York

Phlegmatic Crane, 2006

Metal, limit switches, latching relays, motors, timers
Courtesy of the artist and with

Special thanks to David Rotman and Moshe Cohen




Gili Avissar

Born in Haifa, 1980

Lives and work in Tel Aviv

The Skirt- continues project, 2007- 2009
Site-specific installation

Wooden construction, fabrics and various materials
Courtesy of the artist

Shay Id Alony

Born in Tel Aviv, 1974

Lives and work in Tel Aviv

Sections, 2006-2009

Installation

Wood molds, carved wood, various ready made parts,
and industrial paint

Courtesy of the artist

Shahar Yahalom

Born in Kibbutz Ein Dor, Israel, 1980

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

X-structure, 2009

Metal and x-rays

Courtesy of the artist and Noga Gallery, Tel Aviv

Yaron Lapid

Born in Be'er Sheva, Israel, 1974
Lives and works in London

The Tower of Babylon, 2004
Single channel video projection
4:40 min.

Courtesy of the artist

Tom Pnini

Born in Jerusalem, 1981

Lives and works in New York
Snow Demo, 2008

Single channel video projection
7:50 min.

Courtesy of the artist



Efrat Kedem

Born in Jerusalem, 1980

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

Strict Preservation, 2009
Site-specific installation

Scaffolding, furnitures, television,
dust drawings and security cameras
Courtesy of the artist

Shai Yehezkelli

Born in 1979, Jerusalem
Lives and works in Tel Aviv
Untitled, 2009

Courtesy of the artist

Sharon Ya'ari

Born in Holon, 1966

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

Thicket, 2006

Inkjet print

Courtesy of the artist and

Sommer Contemporary Art Gallery, Tel Aviv

Ariel Caine

Born in Jerusalem, 1979

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

King Albert Square Project, 2009
Video and sound installation
Courtesy of the artist

Toony Navok

Born in Tel Aviv, 1974

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

Sunset Window, 2009

White awning, aluminum and glass window,
color lighting

Courtesy of the artist




Raya Bruckenthal and Maya Zack

Born in Tel Aviv, 1975

Born in Ra'anana, Israel, 1976

Live and work in Tel Aviv

Concrete and cement, Ackerstein tiles, 2008
Dental plaster cast

Courtesy of the artists

Assaf Evron

Born in Tel Aviv, 1977
Lives and works in Tel Aviv
Untitled, 2006

Color print

Courtesy of the art

Adi Brande

Born in Givatayim, Israel, 1975
Lives and works in Tel Aviv
Untitled, 2009

Inkjet print

Courtesy of the artist

Ohad Matalon

Born in Kibbutz Eilot, Israel,1972
Lives and works in Tel Aviv
Brown closet, 2007

Inkjet print

Courtesy of the artist

Efrat Gal-Nur

Born in Jerusalem, 1970

Lives and works in Kfar Yona

Jaffa Street, 2009

Oil on canvas

Courtesy of the artist and Rosenfeld Gallery, Tel Aviv



Yochai Avrahami

Born in Afula, Israel, 1970

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

Rocks Ahead, 2006-2008

Foamed polyurethane cast in sand,

pine needles, wire, cardboard and silicone sculptures
Single channel video projection

5 min.

Courtesy of the Artist and Liminal Spaces

Rafi Lavie

Tel Aviv, 1937-2007

1997

Acrylic and pencil on plywood
Courtesy Givon Art Gallery, Tel A

Dina Shenhav

Born in Jerusalem, 1968

Lives and works in Ramat Gan, Israel
At the End of the City, 2009

Charcoal and glue

Courtesy of the artist

Yael Efrati

Born in Herzliya, Israel, 1978
Lives and works in Tel Aviv
Gnesin 6, 2009

Installation

Wooden Plates, concrete, plaster
and pipes

Courtesy of the artist

Nira Pereg

Born in Tel Aviv, 1969

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

...and Melancholy, 2009

Video projection

Courtesy of the artist and Braverman Gallery, Tel Aviv




16:15 min.
Courtesy of the artist

Liron Rotman

Born in Mishmeret, Israel, 1979
Camel Lamp, 2009

Colored sand and bulbs
Courtesy of the artist

Micha Ullman
Born in Tel Aviv, 1939
Lives and works in Ramat Hasharon, Israel

Sand Table 12, 1992
Iron, red sand and glass
Courtesy of the artist and Givon Art Gallery, Tel Aviv

Shovel Drawing, 2002
Red sand on paper
Courtesy of the artist and Givon Art Gallery, Tel Aviv

Michal Na'aman

Born in Kinnereth, Israel, 1951

Lives and Works in Tel Aviv

The Face in the Sand, 2006

Oil painting and masking tapes on canvas
Courtesy of the artist and Gordon Gallery, Tel Aviv

Jan Tichy

Born in Prague, 1974

Lives and works in Tel Aviv and Chicago

Installation no.6 (tubes), 2009

Video installation

29" monitor, 200 paper objects, adhesive and sand bags
10 min.

Courtesy of Rivka Saker and Uzi Tzuker




Israeli Artists Participating in Universal Circus Ltd — City Performances

Miri Segal

Born in Haifa, 1965

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

Place de la bonne heure, 2006

9:30 min.

Video installation for a single viewer,

Motorized chair and video projection

Courtesy of the artist and Dvir Gallery, Tel Aviv

Aharon Ozery

Born in Canada, 1971

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

Endless Project (Egg Project), 2007

Control panel, stainless steel, aluminum, iron,

perspex, polyurethane, engines, bearings, pulleys,
electrical cords and sensors

Courtesy of the artist, Davide Gallo Gallery, Berlin, and
Inga Gallery, Tel Aviv

David Reeb

Born in Rehovot, Israel, 1952

Lives and works in Tel Aviv

Hapoalim, 2008

Acrylic on canvas

Courtesy of Irit and Moshe Semyonov family, Tel Aviv

Sigalit Landau

Born in Jerusalem, 1969

Lives and works in Tel Aviv
Dancing for Maya, 2005

Three channels video projection
16:14 min.

Salame’, 2007

Single channel video Projection




Nechushtan Compound - History

The Wagner brothers’ factory and workshop, adjacent villa and offices — the site of the
exhibition — were part of the Templers’ settlements in the Holly Land, beginning in the
mid-nineteenth century.

The Templers (members of the “Temple Society”) had left their homeland, the
Kingdom of Wirttemberg in south-west Germany, and settled in the Holly Land out of
religious belief in world betterment through a life of hard work.

The first members of this religious messianic sect settled in Jaffa, on the failed
American colony. More settlements were later added in Walhalla (along the Jaffa—
Jerusalem railway), Sarona and other locations around the country.

The Brothers Wilhelm and Georg Wagner, two Templers descended from a large
family of blacksmiths, arrived in Jaffa near the end of the nineteenth century. A few
years after arriving they started the Wagner Bros Foundry and Engineering Works,
building their families’ houses nearby.

The factory, one of the country’s largest employers at the beginning of the twentieth
century, contributed a great deal to modernizing the irrigation of orchards and citrus
plantations in the area. It included Jews and Arabs among its workers, as well as the
Templers themselves.

During the First World War the factory was bombarded by a French battleship after
being suspected of manufacturing weapons for the Ottoman army.

The Templers at large, and certainly the Wagner brothers, played a central role in the
modernization of agriculture, industry and construction in Palestine under Ottoman
rule. Their colonies propelled the development of the Hebrew industry in Israel, and
their successes served as example and source of inspiration for the Zionist settlement.

“The colony is established by Christians of Wirttemberg, of the Templer sect, and at
present it basks in prosperity from within and without. It has schools and hospitals
inside it, and vineyards and marvelous gardens that surround it, and all its dwellers
appear happy”, wrote Yehiel Michal Pines of the Templers in 1882. Today a street
named after Pines borders on the compound.

But the fascinating chapter of the Templers’ settlement in the country lasted only
eighty years: they where expelled by the British during their mandate for siding with
the Nazi Party.

*kk

The buildings in the compound were restored by Amnon Bar Or Architects Ltd, Tel
Aviv.



The site chosen for the exhibition is a pre-Tel Aviv compound: the Wagner Brothers’
factory and residential villa, part of the Templers colony stretching along the Jaffa—
Jerusalem railway.

Currently known as the Nechushtan Compound, it includes several newly restored
buildings, as well as a residential high-rise towering over the old Neve Tzedek
neighborhood whose name it appropriates. More towers are planned to be built
alongside it, threatening to cast a dark shadow over the city and its early history.

The very location of the exhibition therefore provides an opportunity to sharpen an
increasingly blurry gaze on strata of the city’s architectural and settlement history,
providing an apt backdrop for the exhibition’s themes.

Jennifer Allora & Guillermo Calzadilla, Francis Alys, Fikret Atay,
Kader Attia, Gili Avissar, Yochai Avrahami, Olivo Barbieri,

Rui Calcada Bastos, Adi Brande, Ariel Caine, Dror Daum,
Smadar Dreyfus, Yael Efrati, Assaf Evron, Mounir Fatmi,
Cyprien Galillard, Efrat Gal-Nur, Carlos Garaicoa, Shay Id Alony,
Efrat Kedem, Sigalit Landau, Yaron Lapid, Rafi Lavie, Ann Lislegaard, Oz Malul, Ohad
Matalon, Michal Na'aman, Toony Navok,

Leigh Orpaz, Aharon Ozery, Nira Pereg, Tom Pnini, David Reeb,
Liron Rotman, Miri Segal, Dina Shenhav, Meir Tati, Jan Tichy,
Grazia Toderi, Su-Mei Tse, Micha Ullman, Lawrence Weiner,
Sharon Ya'ari, Shahar Yahalom, Shai Yehezkelli,

Maya Zack and Raya Bruckenthal.



The ongoing and unresolved tension between a deep awareness to history, and a
rhetoric that celebrates modernization and perpetual regeneration, became the city’s
main characteristic, juggling as it does between identities and engaging in debates
over demolishing versus restoration, leveling versus conservation, and remembrance
versus oversight..

This duality also nurtures the artistic creation in the city — the hub of Israel's cultural

activity.

The works in the exhibition deal with the myths, concepts and materials associated
with the modern city, and more specifically with Tel Aviv-Yafo — a city that according to
the Zionist myth "rose from the sand dunes", segregating itself from its older
neighborhoods and from Jaffa — the "black city" according to the post-Zionist
discourse; "a non-stop city", a city that turns its back on the sea, a Mediterranean
coastal city, a westernized metropolis, a world city and a city with a vibrant art-world.

Some works in the exhibition allude to the Sisyphean aspect inherent in never-ending
urban transformations. Others project a utopian or fantastic image of the city, as
others still refer to aspects of the city as dystopia, foregrounding such notions as
transience, temporariness, ephemerality, over-density and conglomeration.

Actions that take place in the public space, with all their entailed social and political
meanings, are being translated into actions in an artistic space. Hence the exhibition
features the visual counterparts of the terms used in contemporary architectural
discourse, such as renovation, urban renewal, urban texture, skyscraper clusters,
skyline, wind regime, and urban segregation.

The exhibition juxtaposes the close, inspective, analytic and critical view with the
panoramic, lofty, unifying, effacing, suppressive and mythicizing one, setting them the
one against the other. It combines the impassive gaze of the urban flaneur with that of
a conscious social and political stance.

Participating artists are both Israeli and foreign; some of them are local Tel Aviv
residents, while others have never visited it. Both present concrete and metaphorical
performances of the city; showing them side by side, the exhibition brings both the
local and foreign outlooks together, to weave a context that reaches beyond the
private and localized.



Universal Circus Ltd — City Performances

The exhibition Universal Circus Ltd. takes its title from a play by author Yaacov
Shabtai, A Spotted Tiger, where Uncle Pinek, the protagonist — a Pole from Portugal
and a man of the world — plans to build a circus by that name on the sand dunes of
young Tel Aviv.

Shabtai (1934-1981), a writer who has been deeply identified with the city of Tel Aviv,
portrays uncle Pinek at time as fanciful and at times as visionary — a man who turns to
the small-time merchants of the small, struggling Hebrew settlement, which fights for
the Zionist ethos and values hard work, and tries to drag them into an epicurean
adventure, a financial speculation, a fantasy of messianic pathos: "This land needs a
circus by the ancient sea"

When his vision is exposed as trickery, a false fantasy, as his socialist brother Noah
throws at him, he replies: "and a handful of white houses on the sand dunes wouldn't
you call that trickery?! Everything in Eretz Israel is a trickery..., they built a house and
call it a city."

With the Tel Aviv-Yafo centennial as is its starting point, the exhibition deals with
performances of a city, with visual representations of the modern city and with the
perceptions of it from different and changing perspectives.

Being one of very few modern cities to be founded in the twentieth century, Tel Aviv
occupies a unique place in urban history as the first modern, homogenous, secular
and hedonist Hebrew city.

Despite its beginnings as garden suburb outside the mixed city of Jaffa, ever since its
inception, Ahuzat Bayit — later know as Tel Aviv-Yafo — aspired to become a
metropolis according to the western model.

And this is how it has perceived itself since.



encounters discussions will be held and art works will be projected on the sails of the
boats. The project is the initiative of Maayan Amir , Michael Kessus Gedalyowitch ,
Renard Gluzman , and Ruti Sela, who are urging artists and intellectuals from Israel
and around the world to take part in the series of encounters — including artists who
are not willing to display their work in Israel for ideological reasons. The event will be
filmed and screened during the biennial. Meetings with artists and cultural researchers
will also take place at the Sipur Pashut Book Store in the Neve Tzedek neighborhood.

Please see the following pages for details of the projects.

For additional details please contact : Eila Eitan Public Relations 03 -6041114/5/6




up from the sand dunes; the White City; the Black City; the city that never stops; the
global city... and so forth.

The exhibition highlights sisiphic aspects relating to constant processes of urban
change in a city that functions as a Utopia and a fantasy, alongside aspects relating to
transience, congestion, demolition and conservation, urban renewal, etc.

The venue chosen for the exhibition is a Templar compound that dates back to before
the city itself. Known today as the Nechushtan Compound, the area includes recently-
renovated buildings alongside a residential tower. This location offers a chance to
examine the architectural history of the city and provides an appropriate backdrop for
the themes examined by the exhibition. One of the goals of the exhibition is to present
Tel Aviv as a dynamic and in the moment center of contemporary art and as a place
where Israeli and international art can meet.

A number of works will be displayed in the urban space as an extension of the main
exhibition, creating a route leading from the city center to the exhibition venue. These
works were selected by curator Michael Kessus Gedalyowitch, the editor of the art and
culture journal Ma’arav and the joint curator of the biennial for the Centennial
Administration, together with Maayan Sheleff . The route will end in the Avni Institute
compound in Eilat Street, where additional works will be displayed, as well as a guest
exhibition by gallery curator Sa’'id Abu Shagra of Umm al-Fahm.

The Israel Museum goes back down to Tel Aviv: Exhibition at Mani — Leumi House
This year ARTLV will again cooperate with the Israel Museum and Bank Leumi. The
Israel Museum exhibition at Mani — Leumi House in Tel Aviv includes a selection of
contemporary Israeli and international works by some of today’s leading artists. The
works address themes of introspection, imaginary worlds, myths, the home and the
relationship between interior and exterior, as well as the history of art and culture.
Curators: Susan Landau and Amitai Mendelsohn .

Additional exhibitions under the auspices of the biennial

Several additional exhibitions will be held this year as part of the ARTLV framework:
An exhibition at the Nahum Guttman Museum of Art  entitled Zulu: Hunters and
Other Fantasies (curator: Tali Tamir ), marking the 70" anniversary of Guttman’s
book Lubengulu King of Zulu ; an exhibition at the Minshar School of Art presenting
Palestinian photographs held in Israeli military archives (curator: Rona Sela); and an
exhibition at Bezalel Academy of Art entitled Opening — Four Openings in Israeli Art
including the works of different artists (curator: Ruti Direktor ).

Additional events

The Extra-Territorial project is an initiative of artists, curators, and researchers who
seek to initiate encounters of artists outside Israel’s territorial waters in order to
facilitate artistic and cultural discourse across boundaries and nationalities. During the




Press release:

To mark the centennial of Tel Aviv__— Jaffa:
The city’s first _international art _biennial — ARTLV09
300 artists, 10 exhibition areas, public art displa  ys, and other events.
Come and discover the world of Israeli art inan un  forgettable journey through
the streets of the city.

The Tel Aviv-Jaffa Art Biennial ARTLVO09 is being held in Tel Aviv — Jaffa to mark the
centennial of the first Hebrew city. The biennial will open on 10 September and run for
two weeks through 24 September, forming the central event of the centennial Art
Month.

ARTLYV is a biennial international art event launched by four women who are all key
figures in the Israeli art scene — Irit Fein-Sommer , Yehudit Haviv , Rivka Saker , and
Shifra Shalit-Intrator . The goal of the event is to place the local art scene firmly on
front stage in the world of contemporary art. This year’s event is taking place in
cooperation with the Tel Aviv Centennial Administration. The vision is to launch a new
tradition in the city — a biennial that will take place in tandem with the biennials in
Istanbul and Athens, creating a sequence of artistic happenings around the
Mediterranean. The project was launched for the first time in 2008 by curator Andrew
Renton and will be held every two years in Tel Aviv — Jaffa.

This year, the Biennial will display the works of over 300 artists at twenty different
venues and in public areas. The event offers an unprecedented glimpse of the scope
and scale of Israel’s art scene.

Tel Aviv through the mirror of art

This year’s project will focus on urban research and on diverse issues relating to the
city of Tel Aviv. The central exhibition will be held in the Nechushtan Pavilion close to
the Neve Tzedek neighborhood. Curators Edna Moshenson and Maayan Sheleff
have brought together an exhibition entitled Circus Universalis (the title refers to the
play Spotted Leopard by Israeli playwright Yaakov Shabtai about the first Hebrew
circus in Palestine]. The centennial of Tel Aviv — Jaffa forms the point of departure for
an exhibiting examining visual representations of the modern city from divergent
perspectives. Presenting the works of some forty Israeli and international artists, the
exhibition offers a concrete and metaphorical examination of the modern city
combining both nostalgic and critical viewpoints.

The works in the exhibition relate to myths, materials, and concepts associated with
the modern city in general and with Tel Aviv — Jaffa in particular: The city that sprang




Dear art lover!

This year marks the centennial of the city of Tel Aviv, and September is devoted to art.
The approaching autumn winds are bringing great excitement to the city.

The Tel Aviv — Jaffa International Biennial held during the centennial year is the
anchor project of this month of art. The four founders of ARTLV, visionaries and
artists, have joined forces with the plastic arts consultant of the centennial authority,
Michael Kessus Gedalyowitch. After much hard work they have produced a beautiful
exhibition worthy of this special centennial year. We all hope that this prestigious and
inspiring event will become a biennial tradition and will place Tel Aviv firmly on the
Mediterranean map of biennials, alongside our neighbors Istanbul and Athens.

In addition to the biennial, dozens of events will take place across the city creating a
festival of artistic creativity. The traditional Art Lovers event is back for a weekend
appearance at dozens of galleries and open studio spaces. A spectacular carpet
composed of 800,000 flowers will arrive as the gift of the city of Brussels for the
centennial and will be displayed in Rabin Square. The works of over 500 Tel Aviv
artists past and present will be displayed along the main boulevards in the city
creating a moving blaze of color. Dozens of galleries, museums, display spaces,
alternative venues, and institutions will launch new exhibitions, combining to produce
what will surely be a dazzling and effervescent art happening.

| wish us all a successful month of art. See you at the exhibitions!

Hila Oren
Director General Tel Aviv Centennial Administration






