BLUE

The Spirit of Yafo Festival

June 18 – June 19 At Various Locations in Yafo

As part of Tel-Aviv-Yafo's centennial celebrations, the Blue Festival will open on June 18 at various locations in Yafo.  The festival is a cultural celebration that provides a place and stage to Yafo's singular brand of 'Mediterraneanism.'  Just like the city itself, the festival is replete with diverse and composite colors, aromas and flavors that together create that special Yafo spirit.

The Blue Route

The Blue Route, which will be completed during the month of June as part of the 'Blue' event, traces Tel-Aviv-Yafo's beautiful coast as well as Tel Aviv's and Yafo's Mediterranean character as a port city.  The Route runs along the Tel-Aviv-Yafo coastline – starting in the south at the Yafo Ridge and Yafo Port and continuing on to the Tel Aviv Port in the north.  The Route passes through a number of stations, such as the Clock Tower, the Etzel Museum, London Square, and "Metzitzim" Beach, culminating at the Tel Aviv Port and the Lighthouse.

Inauguration: June 18, 2009 at 17:00

Blue Week

Blue is also the official opening of Blue Week – a celebration of cultural, culinary and commercial discounts throughout Yafo.  Valid through June 25th, a number of business establishments in Yafo will offer discounts and various benefits.

Music

Most of the performances will take place on the sea stage at the Yafo Port – a large, beautifully designed stage where the artists will perform against the backdrop of the vast and open sea.  Additional musical performances will be held at other special venues.

The Festival events are described in detail below:

Thursday, June 18, 2009

Festival Kickoff Performance

18:30 – Maurice El Medioni – Boogie-Rumba-Rai-Pionoriental

The 80 year-old Algerian-born pianist, composer and singer (who will be 81 this coming October), and pioneer of Rai music. Recipient of the most prestigious world music award – BBC World Music 2007.  His performance is a cross-continent musical spectacle that begins in North Africa, continues on to Cuban rhythms, changes course and travels to French chansons, and even drops by for a visit in the U.S.  Be prepared for a highly moving experience.

The performance comes to us courtesy of the French Institute.

19:30 – "Yafo's in Love" Sunset Show – Galit Giat, Lubana Salame and Nazareth Orchestra Soloists

Against the backdrop of the expansive, breathtaking sunset, two of the most talented vocalists of our time will perform the best of Arabic music classics: Oum Kulthoum, Abed el Halim Hafez, Ismahan Muhamed, Abed el-Wahab, Laila 

Morad and Fayruz, accompanied by soloists from the Nazareth Orchestra.

20:45 – The Yafo Children's Ensemble and the "Mayumana" Company - an educational project in the community instituted as part of Tel-Aviv-Yafo's centennial celebrations, run by the Association for the Advancement of Creative Education, and supported by the "Mayumana" Company.  Following a unique screening process, 19 Jewish, Muslim and Christian children were chosen from a number of schools in Yafo.  The members of the Children's Ensemble underwent months of weekly training that included workshops in rhythm, instrument playing, body drumming, hip hop, beat box, etc.  The outcome of the process can be seen at the international premiere during 'Blue' – live on stage! 

21:00 – "From Piraeus to Yafo" – Shlomi Saranga

Shlomi Saranga, accompanied by 7 musicians, takes the audience on a spirited musical journey that begins in Greece, sails the Mediterranean, and docks at the Yafo Port.  A nighttime celebration full of tones and surprises.  He will perform hits such as Mono and Sweet Dream in addition to some touching surprises – all in Saranga's singular, kaleidoscopic style.

22:15 – Nizar Francis – An Arab and Mediterranean Pop Star

The popular star, accompanied by 7 musicians, in a huge feast lasting into the night.  After touring the U.S., France, Tunisia, Jordan and Egypt, Nizar comes to Yafo for the first time with a grand performance.  The program includes original songs as well as the artist's own renditions of songs from Greece, Lebanon, Egypt and Algeria.

Moderator: Norman Issa – star of the Channel Two TV series "Arab Labor", actor (e.g. Romeo and Juliet, A Midsummer Night's Dream, Murder), director (e.g. One Thousand and One Nights, The Treasure – A Floating Play), and Yafo resident.

DJ: Srulik Einhorn – who brought the Arabic music revolution to Tel Aviv's nightlife scene, whose remix of "Erja Ya Habibi" sung by Riham has become a leading Arabic music hit at clubs worldwide – the best of unique Mediterranean.

Friday, June 19, 2009

Sea Stage

10:00 Robi – Arabic/Electro/Fusion DJ

One of the most popular DJs in Israel who specializes in electronic and contemporary Arabic music.  Robi has appeared at the most popular clubs in Cairo, Amman, Sharm el-Sheikh, Ramallah, and Bethlehem, and in Israel – in Tel Aviv, Haifa and Jerusalem.  He combines Arabic music classics with contemporary rhythms, and also incorporates numerous hit songs.  He will be with us throughout the day.

12:00 – Roni Rock – the acclaimed and so well-loved Roni character (the Roni Generation, Sesame Street, et al.) in an entertaining show with audience participation. A genuine children's star from the north in his first performance in Yafo.

13:30 – Fantastico – An Acrobatic Show for Children

A comical acrobatic circus show, performed on a state-of-the-art, 7-meter high apparatus.  Suitable for adults, children, families and other creatures…also featuring Avner Hochfeld (Captain Zucchini) and Inel Guri (Juicy Lucy).

14:30 – Boogie Balagan (France–Palestisrael)
Hebrew, Arabic, English and French in a performance which is actually a party that travels between the Wild West and West Ramallah.  Using two guitars and lots of fanfare, the show causes the audience to modify its musical perceptions and dance like it hasn't danced in a long time.

The performance comes to us courtesy of the French Embassy + Logo.

15:15 – System Ali – The Yafo Hip Hop Ensemble in Four Languages

System Ali is a Yafo-based multilingual hip hop ensemble, performing in Hebrew, Arabic, English and Russian – the mother tongues of its members.  The band was founded at the beginning of 2006 in a public shelter in Yafo's Ajami neighborhood.  Its 10 male and female members, made up of rappers and instrumentalists, bring to the stage a rich and highly charged encounter and clash of languages, musical styles and personal stories.  Their sources of inspiration come from daily life on Yafo's streets, constituting the band's creative foundation and strength.

16:00 – The Shirana Choir 

Comprised of Jewish and Arab women, the choir was started about a year ago further to a joint, special venture by the Southern Division of the Welfare, Health and Human Services Administration and the Arab-Jewish Community Center in Yafo.  The choir's 17 Christian, Muslim and Jewish members present a wide repertoire of Hebrew and Arabic, and even some African, music.

17:00 – The Closing Performance: Arabesque Groove – Laroz & Amano

Haim Laroz, the highly respected musical producer (Barry Sakharof, Zehava Ben, Bikini) and the musician, Alon Amano Campino, in a performance that adds a multitude of groove to songs and melodies from Turkey, Iran, North Africa and Arab countries.  They host the acclaimed Yafo violinist, Amin Saig, the talented vocalist, Marina Maxmillian Blumin (who will even sing in Arabic!), the great singer, Ravid Kahalani (from the Idan Reichel Project), and the woodwind master, Amir Shahasar.  A highly entertaining way to end the Festival that will keep you on the dance floor.

Flea Market

The Yafo Flea Market, a complex undergoing large-scale revitalization, is perfect for a variety of nighttime and daytime strolls, featuring small and awesome shops, special cafes, colorful stands, and rare items.  Among the planned activities, the Happy Days band will pay tribute to the 1960s at the Yafo Café on Thursday at 21:30 and 23:30, and the Caravan Trio will play Gypsy jazz music on Friday starting at 13:00.

The Margoza Bar will offer a Black Dove set on Thursday starting at 22:00, and a Happy Poker set starting at 11:00 on Friday.

Blue Market

It's hard to imagine Yafo without a market.  'Blue' displays the finest of Yafo's produce all under the roof of a single stand.

Food Market

The following Yafo eateries will serve their best along the beach: Yoezer Wine Bar, Dr. Shakshuka, Nir Zook's Cordelia Restaurant, which will host the Port's fishermen, Leon's Burekas, the Abulafia Bakery, Haj Kahil's Felafel Empire, dishes from the Yafo–Abu el Abed Restaurant, Bulgarian cooking from Vitosha, and many other delicious choices offered in special menus at special prices. 

Jaffa Market

The best of Yafo's homemade products – whether olive oil, cookies, embroidered fabrics and dolls or fashion and accessories made by local designers.

Jaffa Cinema

The air conditioned auditorium at the "Nalaga'at" Center will turn into a movie theater during the Blue Festival, featuring a large selection of films in Hebrew and Arabic – for adults and children – dealing with Yafo, Tel Aviv, and other themes.

Thursday, June 18, 2009

18:00 - "A Snail in the Desert" ("Shablool B'Midbar) – a documentary about the el-Sayad village in the Negev, home to the largest deaf community in the world.  Deafness is not regarded as a disability in the village and all its residents, both the hearing and the deaf, speak the sign language unique to this community.

20:30 – A special outdoor screening of "The Band's Visit", the award-winning film by Eran Kolirin, starring Sasson Gabai.  It tells the story of an Egyptian band that comes to Israel in the early 1990s.  The unforgettable night that its members spend in a godforsaken town in southern Israel will forever change the lives of both of the band members as well as the townspeople. Kedumim Square, Old Yafo 

22:30 – Shorts in Yafo – A Selection of Short Films About and Made in Yafo

"Yafo-Tel-Aviv" (8 minutes) – a movie made a few weeks ago as part of Docu-Challenge, organized by the Doc-Aviv Festival.  The film reflects the love of hummus in general, and that of Ali Caravan's hummus, in particular.

"A Fairy in Yafo" (4 minutes) – an animated film made further to joint drawing sessions between Arab and Jewish children in Yafo.

"System Ali" (17 minutes) – a poignant and fascinating take on the famed and colorful Yafo-based hip hop band.

"Everybody and His Own Thing" (50 minutes) – a personal and touching portrait of the different personas comprising the Flea Market.  Director: Talia Hoffman.

Friday, June 19, 2009

10:00 – Sesame Street – three episodes of the acclaimed and well-loved bilingual production will be screened consecutively.

12:00 – The Optimists – a film by Jackie Conforti that relates how Bulgarian Jews were saved during World War II and later immigrated to Israel.

13:30 - Arab Labor – using humor and satire, the renowned TV series (written by Sayad Kashua and directed by Ronnie Ninio) portrays the life of an Arab family in Israel, mocking the stereotypes of Jewish citizens and Arab citizens in Israel and how see one another.

15:30 – The Ari San Mystery – the film explores the life and mysterious death of a young, non-Jewish Greek who came to Israel at the age of 17.  After becoming a superstar in the Israeli music scene, he left the country at the age of 29 following accusations that he was spying for Arab countries. 

Art

Coexistence Exhibition

After an extended global tour that included Berlin, Cape Town, Vienna, Washington, D.C., San Paulo, Sarajevo, and other cities, this acclaimed exhibit comes to the Yafo Port.  A prestigious international team of judges, consisting of leading specialists from different disciplines, chose the posters that make up the exhibition out of more than 200 works by the best artists and graphic designers in the world.  Faithful to its name – the exhibit deals with coexistence and seeks to raise awareness of the subject both in Israel and worldwide.  The outcome is fascinating, unique and thought-provoking.

"Sensorama" - An Art Installation by "Eifo Dana" and "Centrala" (Poland)

Come five steps closer.  Bend down.  Only put your head in.  Look to the right and to the left at the heads next to yours.  Close your eyes and open them: where are you now? And now?  The installation interacts with the audience and is a like a package that has arrived from afar, standing in the Yafo Port and inviting the Festival's participants to put (only) their head into an amazing, surrealistic and distant experience that offers an illusion coming from a different place.  

www.eifodana.org; www.centrala.net.pl
"Smart Workshop" – Tomek Rygalik

Tomek Rygalik, one of the most talented Polish designers, will conduct a workshop for the local Yafo community and Blue Festival patrons.  Using a simple jointing system, participants will be able to produce all kinds of forms from OSB boards, such as deckchairs, benches, children's game platforms or sun shades – all a function of the creator's imagination.  An infinite number of options and forms.  The objects made in the workshop will be donated to one of Yafo's cultural centers.

Creative Women in the Amiad League

100 years – 101 women – 101 Tel Aviv women artists

A multidisciplinary exhibition of leading women artists, since then until now.  Sigalit Landau, Ziona Tager, Anisa Ashkar, Michal Helfman and another 97 artists, all offer an interesting perspective on women and femininity.  

When: Throughout the Festival

Where: The Amiad Center, 12 Amiad Street, Yafo (Flea Market)

Curator: Galia Lahav

Entrance free-of-charge

The Port That Was – A Yitzhak Yarkoni Exhibition 

After many years, Yarkoni returns to the Yafo Port – The Port That Was.  The only things left are the scent of the sea and the fish, some rust, and a few fishing boats.  Widespread renovation works are underway at the Port and before traces of the past can no longer be seen, Yarkoni looked for something that remained, but couldn't find it.  His impressions of the Port were transferred to a canvass. Yarkoni describes what "is seen" and avoids any emotional or psychological interpretation, which he leaves to the observer.

"Haroshet" – A Show of Works by Graduates of the Master of Fine Arts Program (MFA) - Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design 

The show of works by graduates of Bezalel's MFA program is being hosted this year at the "Tachana" (The Station) Complex.  Come and see the works of the next generation of Israel's greatest artists.

Curator: Sarit Shapira

When: Thursday until 22:00; Friday until 17:00

Where: The "Tachana" Complex – opposite Alma Beach

And still more –

The galleries in Old Yafo are opening their doors.  Stroll around the quaint alleyways, enjoy some musical surprises on the way, and visit the wide range of galleries.

Workshops and Other Activities

"Not by Bread Alone" – Theater Performance

11 deaf and blind actors take the audience on a magical journey, to the domains of darkness, silence and…bread.

When: Thursday, June 18, 2009 at 20:30

Where: The "Nalaga'at" Center

Discounted tickets for Festival participants: NIS 85 (instead of NIS 110)

Reservations must be made in advance: Tel. 03-6330808

Clay Workshop in the Dark – A Different Kind of Creation

A 40-minute clay workshop, conducted in total darkness and facilitated by blind instructors, will be held at the BlackOut Restaurant.  The darkness offers an atmosphere conducive to highly personal and profound creativity, and also generates a unique and unanticipated experience.

When: Friday, June 19, 2009: 11:00, 13:00, 15:00, 17:00

Where: The "Nalaga'at" Center

Price: NIS 30 per person.  Limited availability.  Call for a reservation: 03-6330808

Wish Kites Workshop

Yafo's skies will be decorated with your kites and wishes.  A small and charming workshop that teaches its participants how to build kites and fly them in the sky.

Price: NIS 15 

Plays

A Happening at the Arab-Hebrew Theatre Courtyard

Against the backdrop of enchanting Yafo and the vast blue sea, and among ancient stones, a number of bilingual plays suitable for children and their parents will be presented.

Friday – throughout the day, at the outdoor Arab-Hebrew Theatre Courtyard

Entrance free-of-charge

13:00 – A Tour to the Cheese Star

A play about a boundless imagination and a friendship that grows against all odds.

14:00 – Little Red Riding Hood

An especially clean lady offers an unexpected, humorous and entertaining version of the Little Red Riding Hood story.  All the characters and scenery are made of cleaning materials and brushes.

15:00 – The Truck – A Roving Play

A nonsense play about a roving truck, reminiscent of "Commedia dell'Arte".

16:00 – Laila and the Cloud

A legend about a village that dries up because its residents did not respect nature and its resources, until a girl named Laila arrives and offers a very strange solution.

All the plays are bilingual.

A Floating Play

The Arab-Hebrew Theatre of Jaffa presents a play that combines theater with sailing.  A pirate who unintentionally arrives in Yafo meets the children and invites them to join him in looking for the hidden treasure.  The children and the pirate leave together on a boat where many adventures await them, including mysterious mindbenders, a meeting with a mermaid, a battle with a pirate ship and more…Suitable for children aged 3 to 10.

Gala Premiere of the Play: A Thousand and One Nights

A joint production of the Arab-Hebrew Theatre and the Habima National Theatre

The program includes:

19:00 – A discussion dealing with Arab-Jewish Cultural Coexistence in the 21st Century

Participants: Prof. Sasson Somekh, Israel Prize Recipient, The Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies at Tel Aviv University, the play's director Norman Issa, and Attorney Ahmed Balha, Director of the Development of Public Ventures and the Arab Community Division

20:00 – Reception and the official opening of the Blue Festival
21:00 – The premiere of the play: A Thousand and One Nights
When: Thursday, June 18, 2009

Where: Arab-Hebrew Theatre of Jaffa, 10 Mifratz Shlomo Street, Old Yafo

Tours

It's best to discover Yafo by foot.  In honor of 'Blue', a number of tours are being offered at special prices throughout the Festival.

Thursday, June 18, 2009

17:00 – 18:30 "Close Relatives": This tour addresses two different historical narratives – one a Jewish-Zionist narrative, and the other an Arab-Palestinian narrative.  The tour exposes the complexity of life in Yafo as a mixed city, as well as issues resulting from its delicate human fabric. There will also be an open dialog dealing with the question of whether it is really possible to live together.

18:00 – 19:30 A Tour of Yafo Pictures – We'll inhale the scents of the sea and the past, while strolling around Old Yafo's lanes.  We'll hear about some colorful characters who lived in Yafo, and end with a magnificent view of the city.

20:00 – 21:00 "Market Flea" – A tour of the Flea Market and its narrow alleyways, including historical sites that are interlaced with aromas, tastes and contemporary culture. 

Friday, June 19, 2009

9:00 – 10:30 "Close Relatives": This joint tour addresses two different historical narratives – one a Jewish-Zionist narrative, and the other an Arab-Palestinian narrative.  The tour exposes the complexity of life in Yafo as a mixed city, as well as issues resulting from its delicate human fabric. There will also be an open dialog dealing with the question of whether it is really possible to live together.

11:00 – 12:30 Ajami – Its Houses and Residents: We'll tour the Ajami neighborhood through the eyes of local residents, and explore the ethnic and cultural diversity existing in the city – all in an attempt to uncover the strata beneath Yafo that are hidden from the eye. We'll hear stories from the inside and peel off the layers from the city's core.

12:00 – 13:30 About Flavors, Aromas and People – A Bite-Size Taste of Yafo: We'll follow our sense of smell and sense of taste through Yafo's alleyways.  We'll do some tasting and decide between Hungarian burekas, Turkish coffee and Arab hummus, in addition to learning about the history of some of Yafo's eateries.

16:00 – 18:00 Dreamers, Rebels and Sinners – The Stories of Women in Yafo: A tour about women and their stories, starting in the 19th century and up to the present.  We'll explore the relationship between Nachum Gutman and the erotic and provocative Lilith, we'll learn about the female connection underlying the formative events in Israel's history, and discover the world of courageous and extraordinary women whose deeds still resonate today.

17:00 – 18:30 Books Gentlemen, Books: we'll embark upon a journey and trace the world of literary works in Hebrew and Arabic.  We'll hear about myths and folk tales, as well as authors and poets who lived, created and worked in Yafo – among them Shai Agnon, Yosef Haim Brenner, Dan Ben Amotz, and others. 

All the tours are being offered at a nominal fee and must be booked in advance.  Details and reservations information can be found on the Mishkenot Ruth Daniel website: www.beit-daniel.org.il.

Price: NIS 20, except for the Taste of Yafo tour (NIS 30) and Market Flea tour (NIS 15).

Sailing Activities at the Yafo Port

Sailing Center

Aquabikes – Come and Enjoy a Speedy and Addictive Marine Experience

When: Thursday, June 18, 2009, between 18:00–20:00

Price: special terms for those who register for courses

For details: 03-6810066

RS:X European Open Windsurfing Championship

Over a period of ten days, one of the most important global sailing events will be taking place opposite the city's beaches.   The RS:X European Open Windsurfing Championship will host hundreds of surfers from Israel and abroad who will compete in different teams.  The horizon will be decorated with dozens of colorful sailboats and in honor of the Championship, the Tel Aviv Marina will turn into a mini-Olympic village where special events, ceremonies and celebrations will be held.

Blue on the Roof: Aya Korem and the Liturgist Shlomit Levi in a Rock Liturgy Concert
Two special artists in a one-time musical encounter on one of Yafo's most beautiful roofs.

Held in cooperation with Tel Aviv Hillel and the Avi Chai Foundation.

Thursday, June 18, 2009 at 20:00, Mishkenot Ruth Daniel in Yafo, 57 Sderot Yerushalayim and the corner of Derech Ben Zvi

Entrance free-of-charge; seats are limited

Alternative Book Fair – Closing Event

As an alternative to Book Week, this fair seeks to bring independent culture together in one space, constituting a social-cultural encounter in a poetic atmosphere.  Independent publishers, specialty magazines, comics and independent music labels are among those who will be participating.

Partial list of participants: Publishing houses: "Sitra Achra", "Plonit", "Achshav" and "Gvanim"; the "Maayan" journal and publishing house; Bastarbut; magazines: "Daka", A5, "Mitan" and "Etgar"; and the "Pitkit" label.

The fair is located in a theater auditorium at the Yafo Port.

Café Kapish

Will be open to the public during the entire Festival.  Deaf waiters will serve light meals and some bite-size portions.

Salon Studio

In recent years, various unconventional art and creation studios have emerged throughout Yafo.  One of the more unusual ones is Salon 22 which will be opening its doors for art exhibits, a performance and dining.  

Between the art collection from around the world and the art studio that operates on site, Salon 22 will exhibit and sell the works of neighborhood artists: Dan Keinan – photography, Maayan Singer – painting, Ofer Berzovski – painting, and Tamir Shefer – painting.

In addition: On Thursday, June 18th at 20:00, there will be an acoustic performance.  On Friday, between 10:00 and 16:00, there will be a fair of homemade Yafo cuisine, sold at special prices in honor of the Festival.  

Where: 22 Yehuda Hayamit Street

Art in the Service of the Community

Four schools in Yafo and a group of teens from the Jewish-Arab Community Center are working together on art and community projects in different Yafo neighborhoods.

Facilitated by Salim Shehada and Salame Samara, hundreds of pupils have been creating murals, mosaics and environmental sculptures – the outcome of a process lasting for several months.  The products will be displayed to the public on Friday, June 19th.

A roving mural will be created by the participants during the Festival in which the public will also take part.  The mural will later be donated to an educational-cultural institution in Yafo.

Graffiti wall and murals – Kaf Bet Technological High School, 44 Yefet Street

Mural and mosaics – Terra Santa High School, 49 Yefet Street

Sculptures and mural – Dabita Comprehensive School, 21 Yefet Street

Mural on Yefet Street - Group of teens from the Jewish-Arab Community Center, Yefet Street, opposite no. 112

Mural – Terra Santa Elementary School, 80 Yefet Street.
